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sold in 1908 to form Wiseman's Park and the remainder was subdivided for 
housing in the 1950's. 
Generous with his time, Brian made himself and his truck available whenever 
needed. During the renovation of the Museum, I often asked Brian for help 
and he always found time to assist in between work and family obligations. He 
will be sadly missed by the Society and his family. 
John Shipp 
1.9.94 
Old Court House- Wollongong Harbour 
Members may have read in the Illawarra Mercury that the Sea Cadets are to 
be relocated from the old Court House at Belmore Basin. For some years, the 
National Trust lllawarra Branch has been concerned that use of the building by 
the Cadets is inappropriate. The Trust approached the Lord Mayor, David 
Campbell, seeking the support of Council in finding more suitable 
accommodation for the Cadets. A community committee was established and 
Frank Osborne has represented the Society. 
After much hard work, plans are well under way to relocate the Cadets to a 
site adjacent to the Illawarra yacht Club building at Berkeley. The move is 
attractive to the Cadets as it means greater opportunities to sail in an open area 
rather than the confined space of Wollongong Harbour. The Cadets and the 
Naval Association of Illawarra are attempting to raise funds to erect new 
headquarters. 
This will not be the first time that the Cadets have moved their meeting place. 
Establishment of the Cadet Unit was approved in September 1946 and for three 
months commencing 9 Aprill947, meetings were held in the Agricultural Hall 
at the Wollongong Showground. With eleven initial cadets , the Unit operated 
as "N.L.T.D. Beatty". 
From 10 July 1947, the Unit shared unoccupied space in the Old Court House, 
then known as the Drill Hall. The long-term occupant of the hall was the 
Army. Determined to have their own meeting place, the Cadets began fund 
raising. In 1953, a start was made by laying the piers and erecting the timber 
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framework. As funds were raised, weatherboards were attached. 
In March 1956, the unfinished building was demolished in a gale. An appeal 
to local businesses attracted sufficient assistance to erect a new building which 
was occupied in November 1956. Formal commissioning of the Unit as TS 
Albatross occurred in January 1957. Changes in the Naval regulations in 1974 
required Naval Reserve Cadet units to be housed in buildings on Crown land 
held by the Department of Defence. As the old Court House was no longer in 
use by the Army, the Unit moved back. 
The Unit will relocate as soon as a suitable building can be erected on the Lake 
Illawarra site. In the meantime, the Old Court House Committee has begun 
planning for the future use of the building. Several subcommittees have been 
established to survey the needs of potential users , develop a business plan and 
identify restoration works. 
John Shipp 
9.9.94 
THE IMAGINARY COURTENAY PUCKEY 
Brian Rogers, in one of the interesting addresses to the IHS I have had the 
pleasure of hearing, presented the results of his long-term research into 
Puckey's fabled saltworks at North Beach and Fairy Creek. 
Mr Puckey emerged as the most private of men - seemingly determined to keep 
himself hidden from history. Puckey did not advertise much in the local press 
and all that is left to record his supposed efforts at salt-making are one poor-
quality photograph, two pencil-sketches by a man called F.R. Holderway dating 
from 1910 and a letter from one of the daughters (written long-after the fact or 
fiction). 
Yet despite the absence of a rich lode of evidence to bring him back to life, it 
is the very nebulousness of the information which still lingers about Courtenay 
Puckey in the memory of local residents which makes him interesting. Puckey 
is one of the few figures of Illawarra history around whom it would be possible 
to build a romantic aura of mystery, intrigue and alchemy. 
For someone who left so little concrete historical record, Mr Puckey 
